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at his private affairs, particularly at cremations, to assure his dead
ones of the correct send-off into the nether world. To use the
services of a pedanda is a luxury that brings social prestige.

A pedanda s life is strictly regimented and full of prohibitions.
We visited occasionally the good-natured, sociable pedanda of
Sidan, who often remarked with a deep sigh of regret that the
life of a priest was a difficult one because he had always to
think of the gods. At lunch in his house, when he had a goose
" cut " in our honour, he condescended to eat with us, but had
to sit at a higher level, " otherwise the gods would not like it/'
With a grand disdainful gesture he threw a few grains of rice at
the hungry dogs that surrounded us, explaining that he had to
share his food with these evil spirits in disguise; then he pro-
ceeded to enumerate the many taboos he had to observe when
eating: he could not sit at a public eating-place or eat in the
market; he ate facing east and not until he had made his morn-
ing prayers. Beef, pork, and food from offerings were forbidden
to him and he could not touch alcohol. Under no circumstances
could he walk under dirty water. He was fat and old and he
loved to ride in motor-cars, but since so many drain-pipes have
been built recently at high points over the roads to connect the
ricefields, he encountered great difficulties when travelling by
motor-car. Every time he came to a pipe the car stopped. He
stepped out and climbed to the top with great effort, to come
down panting on the other side.

A pedanda marries, generally only once, a woman of his own
caste, who becomes automatically a priestess (pedanda istri),
who must help her husband in the ritual and who may herself
officiate on certain occasions. High priests do not observe sexual
abstinence, although it is recommended in the scriptures. An-
cestry is one of their great concerns, and the standing of the
various Brahmanic families is determined by their purity of
lineage. Balinese Brahmanas all claim descent from the myth-
ical Wau Rauh, the highest priest of Madjapahit, who in coming
to Bali took wives from the various castes. His descendants es-